
Rocky Hill Railroad and Transportation Company 
By Jessie Havens 

The little known Rocky Hill Railroad and 
Transportation Co. (RHRR&T) was consigned to utter 
oblivion in the spring of 1983 when Conrail tore up 
the last of its tracks. Nobody noticed or cared. Regular 
service between Rocky Hill and Monmouth Junction 
had ceased a half-century earlier and all that 
remained were the rails between US Route 1 and 
Trap Rock Industries at Kingston. 
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Rocky Hill depot, alongside the Delaware and 
Raritan Canal, was the terminus for passenger trains 
which shuttled between Rocky Hill and the PRR main 
line at Monmouth Junction. In the background is 
Barney McCluskey’s Bar. 

Although the Rocky Hill Railroad has become 
one of New Jersey’s least remembered, this seven- 
mile short line was a prime example of the 
entrepreneurship which made small town America 
prosper in the 19th century. Three trains a day 
rumbled back and forth from the little depot by Rocky 
Hill bridge to connect with the Pennsylvania main 
line at Monmouth Junction. It brought the village its 
daily mail and newspapers and enabled its people to 
travel readily to New Brunswick or Trenton, both 
thriving commercial centers, or to continue on to New 
York or Philadelphia. There was considerable freight 
as well. It was the railroad as much as, if not more 
than the Delaware & Raritan Canal, that enabled 
Rocky Hill to be considered “an excellent location for 
manufacturing industry” a hundred years ago. 

Fortuitous circumstances made a Rocky Hill 
railroad possible, and local men were quick to grasp 

the potential as the railroad era was getting 
underway. No doubt some scoffed at their proposal. 
The village already had the benefit of (the) D&R 
Canal at its doorstep since 1834, and access to the 
Camden & Amboy Railroad just three miles away in 
Kingston, beginning in 1839. Nevertheless, David H. 
Mount and Samuel Brearly, joint owners of the Rocky 
Hill mills, Thomas J. Sldllman, a merchant with large 
landholdings, and Abraham Vanderveer, a farmer, 
secured a charter from the N.J. Legislature, February 
17, 1853, allowing Rocky Hill Railroad & 
Transportation Co. to lay track in a 100-foor right-of- 
way from a “suitable point near Rocky Hill to the 
depot at Kingston.” 

The charter granted power to condemn land if 
necessary, required fence along the entire length to 
keep cattle off, and allowed five years to get it done. A 
stock issue of $50,000 was authorized, shares to be 
sold for $50 with a down payment of 10 percent. The 
act also stipulated passenger fare at 3 cents a mile, 
minimum 10 cents, six cents per ton mile for freight 
and two cents per mile for empty cars. 

Financing almost certainly was an issue 
because a month later the Legislature gave 
permission for the C&A to buy RHRR&T stock. Even 
so, the road did not get built. 

Inertia does not appear to have resulted from 
any lack of enterprising spirit in the village or on the 
part of the founders themselves. All four men had a 
prominent role in the starting the Rocky Hill 
Reformed Church in 1857. Brearley and Skillman 
were on the building committee, Vanderveer and 
Brearley on the finance committee which had raised 
all the money to pay for their building by the time it 
was completed. The following year Mount, Brearly 
and Skillman were among the incorporators of Rocky 
Hill Cemetery, and Mount succeeded in having 
himself appointed Rocky Hill Postmaster. 

The idea of a spur line to Rocky Hill was 
revived in I860, doubtless because the C&A was 
laying plans for a new alignment of their track from 
Trenton to New Brunswick. Instead of paralleling the 
D&R Canal as far as Kingston and then angling east 
along Heathcote Brook to Deans Pond, the C&A was 
planning a new route that would be virtually straight 
from Trenton to Deans. Given the prospect of losing 
convenient access to the C&A, the RHRR&T secured 
a renewal of its charter from the Legislature, modified 



to allow connection to the new track of the C&A “at or 
near Plainsboro.” 

Civil War years were busy ones for the C&A 
and its new double track was a long time abuilding. It 
finally went into service in 1864, and orders were 
given to tear up the old rails along the canal to be 
used for sidings and a new branch line to Jamesburg. 
But the rails were to be left in place from Kingston to 
Deans Pond to serve the Rocky Hill Railroad. 
Obviously C&A’s financial interest in this little 
enterprise had come into play. 
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Kingston Station, circal910, with pleasure boat passing 
northward on the Delaware & Raritan Canal about to enter 
Lock 8. Further south, the railroad turned to the east. 

Further evidence of benefits RHRR&T derived 
from C&A involvement can be seen in this report in 
the “Princeton Packet” November 24, 1864, 
announcing the commencement of service: 

“The road which was commenced June last 
under the management of its energetic and worthy 
President, Mr. D.H. Mount, has been completed and 
travel on it commenced on Monday the 21st last - this 
road runs from Rocky Hill to Kingston where it 
interconnects with the Camden & Amboy road. Three 
trains run both north and south every day, besides a 
freight train. The fare is 10 cents and it takes 12 
minutes to run between the two places. The engine on 
this road is known as Engine No. 1 or better known as 
“Johnny Bull”. It was shipped from England in 1831 
and has been in constant service ever since on the 
Camden & Amboy Railroad, it being the oldest one on 
that road. 

As soon as the old track along the canal is taken up 
(as it is expected will be shortly be) the Rocky Hill road will 
be continued to connect with the new straight track of the 

Camden & Amboy Railroad at Deans Pond.” 

The Camden & Amboy probably assisted the 
startup with a lot more than just an engine, but 
whatever the extent of its involvement, it left the local 
men to run the little branch line. Company officers 
were in Rocky Hill. David H. Mount was president, 
Thomas J. Skillman secretary-treasurer, and these 
arrangements continued in the decade following lease 
of the line in perpetuity to the C&A November 22, 
1869, a transaction coinciding with announcement in 
the local press that RHRR&T was seeking 
authorization to extend its line to the Delaware, “a 
project quite feasible and will be of decided advantage 
to that section of the country.” They could hardly have 
been oblivious that Georgetown & Franklin Turnpike 
had achieved little by a similar gambit back in 1820; 
still, the scheme continued to be promoted although it 
was little more than talk. 

Mount and Skillman’s business activities 
attest to their confidence in the enterprise potential 
conferred by their railroad. Mount sold the canal 
basin with its attendant buildings and businesses. He 
became sole owner of the water-powered saw, grain 
and plaster mills across the river and in 1872 he 
purchased the quarry. Skillman in 1869 announcer 
he was taking a partner and going into the lumber 
business. 

Certainly, The railroad did attract small scale 
manufacturing to Rocky Hill. The Beers & Comstock 
map of 1873 shows several small rubber factories. 
Farmers of the surrounding area also benefited. For 
peaches, a popular cash crop in the late 19th century, 
the railroad was a particular advantage because this 
fruit is both fragile and perishable. In years when 
there was a bumper crop as many as 16 carloads of 
peaches are reported to have been shipped out of 
Rocky Hill. 

Brickworks established by Partridge, Powell & 
Storer on the Franklin side of the river in 1892 proved 
to be the most significant to the railroad. When, a few 
years later, the enterprise morphed into Atlantic 
Terra Cotta with a factory a mile downstream 
employing 100, then 200, then 300 workers, Rocky 
Hill Railroad extended its rails to serve them. Tracks 
laid along the canal bank, which at one stretch is 
right up against the road, brought a storm of protest 
because the rumble and roar of passing steam trains 
frightened a lot of horses. The difficulty was resolves’ 
by an agreement that before setting out down tha 
stretch the engineer would blow his whistle three 
times, then wait long enough for wagons to have 
cleared the distance. 
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A Consolidation type engine (2-8-0) is shunting cars at 
Terra Cotta Company plant at north end of Rocky Hill 
line. The company closed the plant in 1932. 

One way and another RHRR&T succeeded in 
being at least modestly profitable. It was leased to the 
C&A in perpetuity November 22, 1869. Lease and 
operations passed to the Pennsylvania RR in 1871, 
but Mount and SkiUman remained in office. Over 
time, the giant corporation asserted more control. In 
1895, F. Woolcott Jackson, director or president of 
most of the Pennsylvania subsidiary lines, added 
Rocky Hill to that fist and the offices were moved to 
76 S. Clinton Street, Trenton. LeRoy Anderson, 
longtime officer of the C&R Canal Co. and onetime 
mayor of Princeton, became secretary and Stephen 
Voorhees of Rocky Hill was made treasurer. Voorhees, 
an original RHRR&T stockholder and longtime 

member of its board was credited at his death in 1912 

with being largely responsible for building up the 
road, and may well be Voorhees handing off treasurer 
duties at age 90 which lead to transfer of company 
offices from Trenton to Camden in 1906. 

According to an ICC Valuation Report in 1917. 
Rocky Hill Railroad owned no rolling stock, had no 
bonds and its outstanding stock was valued at 
$45,600. By then, its best days were over. Operation 
had dwindled to two round trips a day by an engine 
with two cars, one carrying freight and mail, the other 
half-dozen passengers, by the time Rocky Hill made 
its last run to Jersey City, September 29, 1928. (Ed 
note: more likely a Rocky Hill train connecting to the 
PRR at Monmouth Junction.) Discontinuance was 
attributed to competition from automobiles, but it 
should be noted that the quarry at that time had been 
out of operation for a decade and Atlantic Terra Cotta 
was phasing out its factory beside the canaL 

According to Moody’s 1940 Railroad Manual. 
Pennsylvania Railroad continued operations on 2.39 
miles of track from Kingston to Rocky Hill (Ed note: 
and a PRR connection), presumably to serve the 
quarry reopened in 1933 as Kingston Trap Rock Co. 
And on paper RHRR&T continued to exist. It was 
merged into United NJ RR and Canal Co. in 1957 and 
handed off by them to the Penn Central in 1968. The 
4.7 miles of track from Kingston to Monmouth 
Junction was abandoned by Penn Central in 1972 and 
its successor Conrail was left with the job of tearing 
up the last of the rails. 

(Author’s note: Credit for assistance with research and 
documentation goes to Frank T. Reilly) 


